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Sir: 



INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 
In response to the Office Action of July 2, 2004, amendment to the above- 
identified patent application is requested. 

The present amendment comprises the following sections: 

A. Amendments to the Claims 

B. Remarks 
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CONCLUSION 

Claims 1-40 are pending. By this Amendment, claims 14, 22, and 37 are 
canceled, and claims 1, 21, 23-25, 31, 36, and 38-40 are amended. All pending claims are in 
condition for allowance. 

In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that this application is in condition for 
allowance. Favorable consideration and prompt allowance of the application are respectfully 
requested. 

The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned if the Examiner believes it 
would be useful to advance prosecution. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/ John F. Thuente 
£ registration No. 29,595 

Customer No. 24 1 1 3 

Patterson, Thuente, Skaar & Christensen, P.A. 

4800 IDS Center 

80 South 8th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-2100 

Telephone: (612)349-5747 
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statutorily disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 C.F.R. § 1.321, has all claims 
canceled by a reexamination certificate, is reissued, or is in any manner terminated prior to the 
expiration of its full statutory term as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer filed. 

A check in the amount of $55.00 is attached in payment of the fee required under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.321(b) and § 1.20(d). The Commissioner is hereby authorized to grant any 
extension of time necessary for consideration of this paper, and/or to charge any fee or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 16-063 1. 

The undersigned is an attorney or agent of record. 

Respectfully submitted, 




. Thuente 
^ stration No. 29,595 

Customer No. 24113 

Patterson, Thuente, Skaar & Christensen, P. A. 

4800 IDS Center 

80 South 8th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-2100 

Telephone: (612) 349-5747 

Please grant any extension of time necessary for entry; charge any fee due to Deposit Account No. 1 6-063 7. 
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